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Chair Jo Walker and Secretary Carol Allen enjoy a

coffee break at the 2008 conference

Dear Friends,

The first half of 2008 has proved to be
busy and exciting. The annual
conference, held this year at Leicester
University in May, offered a stimulating
day on the current state of knowledge
about learning in later life.

Annual conference and lecture

The conference presentations drew on
our recetly completed Literature
Review and on a series of Economic and
Social Research  Council funded
seminars at the University. We were
grateful to Professor John Benyon and
his colleagues for their hospitality and
contribution to the programme. More on



the poceedings can be founoh page
three ofthis issue.

The occasion also included our AGM
and the 2008 Frank Glendenning
Memorial Lecture, given this year by
Professor Emeritus David James,
University of Surrey. His topic was
Living and Learning, Exploringour

Biological Roots, which reflected
Davi déamg imtarete in biology,
psychology and education, and

especially how each of these fields
informs our understanding of ageing.
The lecturei the sixth in the serie$
was well received by longtandingand
newer members alike, who found
themselves considering notions of later
life from a rather different perspective
than usual. We are hoping that a
published version

be available later this year, as well as on
our website.
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Comings and goings

One of the many reasons for asking
David to be our lecturer this year was his
imminent departure from the
Associ ati
which he has served since its iptien’
lattely on an ex officio basis as a past

onos Execut"’\‘li)ovte‘n’n ,
we were able to In our previous iss

chairman. His contribution has therefore
been both broad and long and he has
provided valuable continuity with the
original vision. We shall miss his wry
observations and those masterly
summaries for whit he was famous at
AEA annual conferences. We wish him
and Penny well for a much deserved
retirement and release from numerous
committees. He has however very
kindly agreed to continue as president of
the association for theforeseeable
future..

Happily, the Executive Committee has
now been joined by two new members,
to replace David and Brian Findsevho
hasreturned to New Zealand (see Digest
no. 221 Winter 200§. Trish Hafford
Letchfield is a senior lecturer at London
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responsibilities in both social work and
education. Jonathan Hughes is a lecturer
in the Widening Participation team at the
Open University. His PhD investigated
policies surrounding the provision of
learning for older people, on which he
presered a paper at our Brighton
conference in 2006. We are delighted to
have them both and look forward to
working with them.

New boy

Our new Development Coordinator, Jim
Soulsby, has been working for several
days a month since January, funded by
the Esmee Rebairn Foundation grant.

t hiHi§ role hasd beeh rt@ ncbordinate the

projects within the funded programme,
namely: a literature review, a

dissemination conference, some regional
consultations and membership growth. |
have been asked to say a little more
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have borrowed from a rece@der and



Bolder newsletter (Issue 25, April 08),
published by the National Institute of
Adult Continuing Education, with whom
Jim worked for over a decade

Jim has become a wéthown figure on
the national scene. Wherever the
education of older people was being
discussed, Jim could be found, tirelessly
networking, bringing alliances, building
links between organisations that
otherwise would not have megnd
encouraging individuals and groups with
good ideas and practice. Jim
campaigned not only for proper
provision for older people but for their
right to play a part in shaping and
directing learning, not just receiving it.
He was concerned to create ygafor the
voices of older learners to be heard in
debates about adult learning, and took
care to enable documentation of good
practice, such as through the Senior
Learner of the Year Awards and the
Older and Bolder database.

Jim Soulsby speaking at theAEA Conference

Readers will appreciate that, as Jim
considered a  steghange  from
empl oyment (he di
retirement) we were keen to be at the
front of the queue for a share of his time
and talents.

New Look

As part of our capacithuilding
programme, AEA is undergoing a make
overi not to look 10 years younger, but
to improve our image and clarify our
aims and activities. This is for the
benefit of both members and potential
members, and to better represent the
aspirations of older learnemnd those
who work with them. We aim to have a
new logo and housstyle and then a re
designed websitas fundraising allows.
The new look will help usas we seek to
gain the support of partners for a-re
launch of our Journal and in representing
oursdves at national and international
meetings. We are planning to make
contributions to at least three major
conferences in September. If you are
attending relevant events and could take
some publicity material about AEA, do
let me or Carol know(contactgpage 17)

All good wishes for a relaxing and / or
productive summer.
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As promised by Jo above, here is a fuller
report on the AEA Annual
ConferencefiThe Latest on Later
Life Learningo, which washeld at
the University of Leicester- 20
May 2008
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