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Using as a base,2001 census data and the ethnic minority 
categories from that census

White: British, 87.32%

White: Irish, 1.23%

White: Other White, 2.64%

Mixed: White and Black Caribbean, 0.46%

Mixed: White and Black African, 0.15%

Mixed: White and Asian, 0.37%

Mixed: Other Mixed, 0.3%

Asian or Asian British: Indian, 2.01%

Asian or Asian British: Pakistani, 1.39%

Asian or Asian British: Bangladeshi, 0.55%

Asian or Asian British: Other Asian, 0.47%

Black or Black British: Black Caribbean, 1.09%

Black or Black British: Black African, 0.95%

Black or Black British: Other Black, 0.19%

Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Chinese, 0.45%

Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Other, 0.43%

The ethnic minority population of England and Wales in 2001

12.68%

Ethnicity

• Ethnicity is a ‘multi-faceted and changing phenomenon’ that 
may reflect a combination of  a number of features including 
country of birth, nationality, language spoken at home, 
ancestral country of birth, skin colour, national or 
geographical origin, racial group and religion. (ONS, 2003)

• An individual’s ethnicity is a self assessed concept that may 
change over time and is not the same as country of birth or 
nationality. Country of birth may sometimes be used as a 
proxy for ethnicity for recent migrant groups but for second 
and subsequent generation descendants of migrants, country 
of birth will be a poor indicator of ethnicity.
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Projections (England and Wales)
• Extrapolation from ONS 2001-2007 mid year 

population estimates
• Cohort component projection

End population = Start population + births – deaths –
outward migration + survivors from  inward 
migration
– 2001 Census as base
– Fertility
– Mortality
– Migration
– Ethnic switching (trans-generational ethnic transfer)

The drawback of national projections

• The ethnic minority population of England and Wales is not evenly 
distributed

• In 2007...
– 14% of population of England and Wales live in London but 38% of BME 

population live in London
– 55% of BME population live in London , West Midlands, Greater Manchester 

or West Yorkshire
– Nearly one quarter (24%) of all Bangladeshis in England and Wales live in 

Tower Hamlets or Newham
– Over  half  of the black ethnic minority population live in London (Black 

Caribbean – 53%, Black African – 57%, Other Black – 53%)

• A  2010 study from the University of Leeds suggests BME population will 
become more evenly spread in future 
(Wohland et al,Ethnic population projections for the UK and local areas, University of Leeds 
School of Geography, 2010)
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Population age structures in 2007
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Population age structures in 2007
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Fertility

The Total Fertility Rate (TFR) is the average number of live children that a group of women would bear 
if they experienced the age-specific fertility rates of the calendar year in question throughout their 
childbearing lifespan.

Fertility
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Fertility

Mortality
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Mortality

Mortality
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Migration

Migration

• Re-migration, the return or onward migration 
of non-British nationals, is an increasingly 
important phenomenon. Since 1975 around 
one half of all immigrants have re-migrated. 

• Return migration in older age may also 
become an increasingly important 
phenomenon among some ethnic minority 
groups in the future.
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Migration

Ethnic switching / Intergenerational ethnic transfer
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Validation

• The overall population projections for England and Wales 
derived by summing the individual ethnic minority cohort 
component projections are a close match to both the figures 
derived by extrapolation and to the principal ONS population 
projections for England and Wales for  2016 and 2026.  

• The overall population for England and Wales, derived by 
summing the individual ethnic minority group projections, 
continues to lie within 1% of ONS population projections for 
every 5 year time point all the way to 2051.

Ethnic minority population projections to 2051, England and Wales
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The future of the older black and minority 
ethnic population

• Going forward, the ethnic minority population of England and 
Wales will, in general, have a younger population structure 
than the majority White British population. The notable 
exceptions to this are the White Irish, Indian, ’Other White’ 
and Black Caribbean ethnic groups.

• Despite this...
– there will be 2.4 million BMEs aged 50 and over by 2016 with 3.8 

million by 2026 and 7.4 million by 2051
– there will be over 800 thousand BMEs aged 65 and over by 2016 with 

1.3 million by 2026 and 3.8 million by 2051
– there will be over 500 thousand BMEs aged 70 and over by 2016 with 

over 800 thousand by 2026 and 2.8 million by 2051
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White British, 78.57%

White Irish, 0.88%

White other, 4.28%

Mixed - White / Black Caribbean, 0.97%

Mixed - White / Black African, 0.38%

Mixed - White / Asian, 0.89%

Mixed - other, 0.79%

Indian, 3.13%

Pakistani, 2.29%

Bangladeshi, 0.98%

Other Asian, 0.84%

Black Caribbean, 1.24%

Black African, 2.14%

Other Black, 0.25%

Chinese, 1.16%

Other, 1.21%

The ethnic minority population of England and Wales in 2016

21.43%
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Population age structures in 2016
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Population age structures in 2016
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White British, 74.27%

White Irish, 0.71%

White other, 4.92%

Mixed - White / Black Caribbean, 1.27%

Mixed - White / Black African, 0.51%

Mixed - White / Asian, 1.19%

Mixed - other, 1.07%

Indian, 3.61%

Pakistani, 2.79%

Bangladeshi, 1.24%

Other Asian, 1.02%

Black Caribbean, 1.31%

Black African, 2.76%

Other Black, 0.29%

Chinese, 1.48%

Other, 1.58%

The ethnic minority population of England and Wales in 2026

26%

White British, 74%

Population age structures in 2026
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Population age structures in 2026

White British, 63.92%

White Irish, 0.46%

White other, 5.88%

Mixed - White / Black Caribbean, 2.07%

Mixed - White / Black African, 0.85%

Mixed - White / Asian, 2.05%

Mixed - other, 1.86%

Indian, 4.53%

Pakistani, 4.17%

Bangladeshi, 2.09%

Other Asian, 1.37%

Black Caribbean, 1.58%

Black African, 4.38%

Other Black, 0.37%

Chinese, 2.03%

Other, 2.39%

The ethnic minority population of England and Wales in 2051

36%

White British, 64%
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Population age structures in 2051
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Population age structures in 2051
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Implications for service provision
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Dementia
Alzheimer’s Society - UK Dementia rates: 

– 40-64 years: 1 in 1400 
– 65-69 years: 1 in 100 
– 70-79 years: 1 in 25 
– 80+ years: 1 in 6
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Note: The left axis starts at 30 million to visibly display the ethnic minority groups and therefore does 
not show the majority ‘White British’ group proportionately.
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The full projection report is available at...
http://www.cpa.org.uk/reportsandreviews

Nat Lievesley   email: nat@cpa.org.uk


